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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE ftflAlLING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. _^ ^ ^ ^ 

- EKterwl<Pi9Cftir?»mayt»avand)lourrferflwprt>^rtatens In to ewemi howwr. may □ rep*/ to 

- If *e pcrtol tor reply epadfidd abwo Ib i©w than thirty (30) days, a repfy wtWn tto atetutoiy mSnlmuiift <^ 

. FGtIurrtoropY«^^»lho^orGjfiOTdedpert^ (35ihS.C.§ia3). 
Any reply »«ie!vBd by lh» Qffios later Gten lhrE9 mof^ 
eamsdpe^iermraOiEfandrtL Sood7CFR1.704(l>). 



1 )M Responsive to communicatlon(8) filed on 03 October 2(X}3. 
2a)n This action is FIWAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3)D Sine© this appllcatton Is in condltlcn for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 
dosad In accordance wlt^i the practice under Ex part© Quayfe, 1035 C*D. 1 1, 453 0,G, 213. 



is/are withdrawn from considereition. 



4) S Clalm(3) 1:32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clainn(&) 

5) D C!alm(5) Is/are allowed. 

Clalm(3^ 1-39 Is/are rejected. 
?)□ Clalm(s) Is/aro objected to. 

SD aalm(5) are subject to restrfcUon and/or electton requirennent. 

AiPipOfl^tton Fq^its 

8)n Tlie specification Is objected to by the E^^aminer 

10)n The drawing{8) filed on Is/are: a)D accepted or blO objected to by the Btammer. 

Applicarrt may not request that any objecfion to Ih© (lrawlng(a) b@ hdd In abeyance. Sea 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacemsnl drewli^ ^est(6) Inctudlng tho oonection is required Iff th© drawlng(s) is ot:jectBd to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ ThB oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examines. Note the attached Office Actlcn or form PT<>-1 52. 

PirlorKy luimOeir 36 y.S.C. | H 1® 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a cteim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(aHd) or (f). 
a)D An b)a Some *^ 0)0 None of: 

1 0 Certrfied copies of the priority documents have been received. 
20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents hav© been received in this National Stage 
application from th® International Bureau (POT Rule 175(a)). 
^ Ses the attached detailed Office action for a list of the cerMed copies not received. 
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2) Q Nodce of Orajteporsen'a Patant Drsnfvlr^ Review (PTO-G48) 

3) □ informalten Disclosure StetBmant(») (PTQ-1449 or FTO^BrtJB) 

Paper No(8)flWan Date , 



4) □ Intsrvtew Summ^ (PTO-413) 

PEper No(e)/Mail Date- . 

5) n MoUofl Of Initofmal Patent AppacaUon (PTO-152) 

6) □other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Refections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the bam for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Oifice action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained Owugh the invanlion Is not idsnticaDy disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 1 02 or tttte title. If the differences betyveen the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the sutiject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Immnlion was made to a person havirtg ordinary sidll in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability sttall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was mad&. 

1 . Claims 1-8, 1 0-1 8, 20-28 and 30-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 

being unpatentable over Broxmeyer [US 4.965.583] In view of Shepherd et al [US 

6.042.080]. 

Regarding claim 1, the claimed an apparatus for activating an Inductonoe loop vehicle 
detector comprising a mount for mounting the magnet (the presence defectors 
comprises inductive loop antennas 9 burying in the guideway just below the vehicle 
running surface. The presence detectors are activated by the proximity of magnet 1 3 
mounted under the fonA/ard part of the vehicle 6, see Fig. 5, col. 10, lines 16-31); but 
Broxmeyer fails to disclose the casing extending around at least a portion of the 
magnet. However, Broxmeyer teaches that the magnet 14 is mounted under the 
fonvard part of the vehicle 6, see Fig. 5. Shepherd et al suggests that the plurality of 
magnets 20 are retained within the base unit 14 via adhesive, retaining posts, stops, 
bars or irxlentation within magnets within housing 24 and partitions or protrusions 25. 
The base unit 14 Is attached or adhered to the vehicle, see Figs. 1-8 and 13, od. 3. 
lines 33-44, col. 6. lines 54-67 and coi. 7, lines 54-60. Therefore, it would have been 
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Obvious to one skill In the art at ttie time the invention was made to adapt the base 
housing magnet of Shepherd et al for containing of magnet of Broxmayer in order to 
protect the magnet from foreign materials along the roadway, water, anow, dusts and/or 
rocks, which causing to deteriorate the magnet and even to lose the magnet. The base 
housing will not affect the magnet fundamental characteristics as to activate the switch 
of the Inductance loop detector within a proximity distance. 

Regarding claim 2. all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 1 above, wherein the base 14 includes a 
plurality of housings 24 and protrusions 25 for retaining the magnets 20, see Figs. 4-7 of 
Shepherd etal. 

Regarding claim 3, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 2 above, wherein the protrusions 25 have a 
linear configuration, see Figs. 4-7 of Shepherd et al. 

Regarding daim 4, all the claimed subject mattere are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 3 above, wherein the protrustons 25 are oriented 
parallel to each other, see Figs. 6 and-7 of Shepherd et al. 

Regarding daim 5, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al In respect to claim 1 above. 
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RegartJIng daim 6, Broxmeyer foils to disclose the casing defines passages there 
through for receiving the mount However, according to the combination between 
Broxmeyer and Shepherd et al in respect to claim 5 above, wherein the base 14 
comprises a mount 28 thereon located on its upper surface for securely engaged to a 
post 30. see Figs. 2-8 of Sheperd et al. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
skill In the art to recognize that the secure mount 28 can be used for attaching the 
magnet base to the vehicle by bolts, nut or strap, which provides the same result as of 
the passages for reoeiving the mounting. 

Regarding claim 7, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 6 above. 

Regarding daim 8, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 1 above, wherein the magnet 14 is the 
permanent magnet. 

Regarding daim 10, the method daimed limitations are met by the apparatus daim as 
discussed between Broxmeyer and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 1 above. 

Regartling daim 1 1 , all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and ShephertI et al in respect to claims 2 and 10 above. 
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Regaidlng daim 12. all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 2 and 1 1 above. 

Regarding claim 13, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmayer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 3 and 12 above. 

Regarding claim 14, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 4 and 13 above. 

Regarding daim 15. all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 1 and 10 above. 

Regarding daim 16, ail the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al In respect to claims 5 and 15 above. 

Regarding claim 17, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmayer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 6 and 10 above. 

Regarding daim 18, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
, and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 8 and 1 0 above. 
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Regarding daim 20, the method claimed limitations are met by the apparatus dalm as 
discussed between Broxmeyer and Shepherd et al In respect to daim 1 above. 

Regarding dalm 21. all the dalmed subject mattes are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 1 1 above. 

Regarding daim 22, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 2 and 21 above. 

Regarding dalm 23, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 3 and 22 above. 

Regarding claim 24, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and ShephenI et al in respect to daims 4 and 23 above. 

Regarding daim 25. all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 1 and 20 above. 

Regarding dalm 26. alt the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 5 and 25 above. 
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Regarding daim 27, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to darms 6, 7 and 20 above. 

Regarding daim 28, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 6 and 20 above. 

Regarding claim 30, the method daimed limitations are met by the apparatus daim as 
discussed between Broxmeyer and Shepherd et al in respect to daim 1 above. 

Regarding daim 32, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 2 and 30 above. 

Regarding daim 32, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 2 and 31 above. 

Regarding claim 33, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 3 and 32 above. 

Regarding daim 34, all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to daims 4 and 33 above. 



PAGE 13/1 7 * RCVD AT 7/22/2005 6:03:07 PM [Eastern Daylight 



07/22/2005 14:05 FAX 5034256801 



Banner & ffitcoff Ltd 



121014/017 



ifipplicaeon/Control Number 1 0/677,538 ''^9® ® 

Art Unit 2636 

Regarding claim 35, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shephani et al in respect to claims 1 and 30 above. 

Regarding dalm 36, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxnueyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 5 and 35 above. 

Regaiding daim 37. all the claimed subject matters are discussed betwween Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to claims 6, 7 and 30 above. 

Regaiding dalm 39. all the daimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al in respect to dalms 8 and 30 above. 

2. Claims 9, 1 9. 29 and 39 are rejeded under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Broxmeyer and Shepherd et al and further in view of Balanky [US 
4.531,560]. 

Regarding claim 9. Broxmeyer fails to disdose the magnet Is a grade 5 ceramic 
magnet. However, Broxmeyer teaches that the pennanent magnet 14 is in proximity 
with the inductance loop antennas 9 for triggering a switch to Indicate a presence of a 
vehlde with the magnet 14, see Fig. 5. Balanky suggests that a vehile protective cover 
members 16, 44 or 62 comprises means to for removeably attaching each of the cover - 
to the corresponding portion of the outside of the vehlde 10 by a plurality of spaced 
magnets 24around the perimeter of each cover members 1 6, 44 or 62. The magnets 24 
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are Grade 5 ceramic magnet material, see Figs. 1-4, col. 1, lines 60-68, col. 2, lines 1- 
18, col, 3, lines 35-68 and col. 4, lines 1-68 and coL 5, lines 1-15. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute 
the Grade 5 ceramic magnet of Balanky for the perrtianent magnet of Broxmeyer and 
Shepherd et ai because the ceremic magnet its self protected from all weather 
conditions. 

Regarding claim 19, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et al and Balanky in respect to claims 9 and 18 above* 

Regarding claim 29, all the cteiimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et ai and Balanky In respect to claims 9 and 28 above. 

Regarding daim 39, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Broxmeyer 
and Shepherd et ai and Balanky In respect to claims 9 and 38 above. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disctosure. 

DeKock et al discloses a system for providing trafRc Information to a plurality of mobile 
users connected to a network, comprising Inductive loop detector to detect when cars 
having magnet, magnetic tags or markers pass. [US 6,466,862] 
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Wlicox discloses a selective vehicle detector comprising an Inductive loop for detecUng 
of magneUc signal from each vehicle passing through the loop. [US 3,688,808] 

4. Any Inquiry concerning this comn^unlcatlon or eariler oommunlcattons from 
examiner should be directed to primary examiner Van Trieu whose telephone number 
Is (571) 272-2972. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7:00 AM to 
3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Mr. Jeffery Hofisase can be reached on (571) 272-2981 . 




Van Trieu 
Primary Examiner 
Date: 2/28/05 
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